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Character Studies of the Buyers

'A Snapshot of "The Girl With the
of the ''Latest Fiction' and Big Boa" and Her Chum,

of Other Books of - "The Girl With theAll Kinds. 4

Frizzly Hair."
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During the "Christmas rush" the book

store is a place v.e.1 worth visiting, were
It only to study tpes- -

If la one particular more than another
men and women lay baro their true

, sches. It is In their book tastes.
Reading, after all. Is a matter of kill

3

time or use time, a habit or an occupa-
tion. Very, verv few books can be all
things to nil men, and, hence, the many,
many grades In even the one department
of books fiction.

Good, bad and Indifferent books are
deliberately But forth by the publishers
to meet the demands of Rood, bad
and Indifferent In their lltcnrj tastes.

All these good, bad and indifferent per-
sona are to be seen at the book counter
buying their mental opiates or stimulants,
purchasing information or dream pills.

They Jostle each other, handle the books,
comment upon them, sometimes purchas-
ing, sometime not. but in the end con-
tributing of their hard-earne- d money to
the last sum spent in the United States
nnnuilly. which keeps the writers writing,
the poets poetizing, the printers printing
and the publishers publishing.

Day by day. after December 1, business
Is attuned to a higher and 1I elier note in
the bookseller's shops until It reached the
climax the day before Christmas.

Then a slump. Then new novels no
longer are new.

Presents are bought The light litera
ture appetite temporarily Is sated; and
to the popular mind all that literature
Incudes is summed up In light literature.

The Girt with the Big Boa was In
Boeder's with her bosom friend. The Girl
with the Frizzly Hair. ,

The name of the Girl with thelBIg Boa
was Gwcndohn. Gwen for short. The
name of the Girl with the Frizzly Hair
was Helen, Nell for short.

The Girl with the Big Boa was tall and
strikingly beautiful, having the kind of
fgtire. features and coloring and carriage
that takes xjne's breath away. The Girl
n Ith the Friszly Hair was well. Just the
Girl with the Frizzly Hair small, snub-nose- d,

not nearly so daringly dressed. Is
a sort of negative pole to the Girl with
the Big Boa.

The Girl with the Big Boa charged flown
upon the Clerk with the Long Neck, who
presided over the new. novel counter.

"Are there anv new novels?" she asked.
The Clerk .with the Long Keck, visibly

Impressed by his customer, po'nted to the
numberless volumes before him.

"All new. Miss." he replied "What kind
would you like? Now here's "The Call of
the Wild.' by Jack London, about a dog"

"Oh. Gwen." put In the Girl with the
Frizzly Hair, who by this time had
reached the scene, "don't buy anything
l)v that Jack London; he's a Socialist, and
that's the same as an Anarchist I heard
papa say so even If he Is ."

"What on earth's the difference If he Ist Socialist. so long as he's
retorted the Girl with the Big Boa. "Andere you sure Is he a Socialist?" This last
directed at the Clerk with the Long Neck.

The clerk squirmed the long neck In em-
barrassment, being unable to answer. Itwaa not his province to know the politics
of authors, but. rather, to sell books.
However, the Girl with the Big Boa.parea mm. csne aian't wait for answer.
Ehe picked trn the book and opened It.
l"Why, ft Is about a dog," she remarked

srtrprisedly. unpleasant for the clerk since
It Intimated she doubted the truth of hisoriginal statement. "It's about a bull-dog-- J"

"That ought to settle It," heatedly pot
In the Girl with the Frizzly Hair, "bull-du-

are the ugliest things. It's Just likea Socialist to writs about a bulldog.
Gwen, Bay Owen (this In a loud whisper),
look at Minnie M. over there; she's got
a. new dresi ana It's Just the ugliest thing.
That girl never did have any taste."

"And If that Isn't John W. with herf
exclaimed the Girl With the Big Boa ex-
citedly. "What In the world can he see in
that powdered creature? No. I don't mint
the book (with much asperity, to the utter I

humiliation of the Clerk with the Long!
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"One would think that the talked-o- f

books, the new books, would be In great-
est demand In a library having over 00,000

subscribers. Such Is not the case.
"Generous advertising, parlor discussions

and sensations rarely sweep the public off
of what might be termed Its literary feet.

THE GUNN
IDEAL BOOKCASE.

Strength,
Durability nl
Beauty of
Design and Finish.

They a style and
quality all their own, and
at a cost within the reach
of all; also a

SOLID OAK BOOKCASE,
Quartered, carved and pol-

ished, 45 in. wide, 58 in.
hieh, worth $30.00,

Now $23.50
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7HE 5fL0UldGIRL CROWDS &T0RB5 TO GET THE
NEWEST Boom.

The standard works remain the favorites,
even when the new books are at their
height of popularity."

F. M. Crunden. City Librarian, was talk-
ing. He had Just left a large table cov-

ered with books fresh from the publishers.
Many of them were the first copies that
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Leather Couch, gggg $26.00 Oak Tables, m, 8.50
MORRIS CHAIRS. BIG ROUND TABLES. DESKS.

EVERYTHING IN FURNITURE. 64th YEAR.
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iPVBlX LIBRARfS rWFPN5 PREFER
CLA55IC FICTION

had reached St. Louis. All of them had
been purchased aftera careful canvass of
their merits by assistant librarians, air.
Crunden, and Anally the Book Committee
of the Library Board.

Catering to the public taste in matters
literary is no easy task. The city library
has restrictions placed upon it that do not
circumscribe a private institution such as
the Mercantile Association Tor Instance,
"Tho One Woman" Is not to be tecureil
at the public library.
"THE ONE WOMAN"
IS RULED OUT. .

"It's sensationalism Is" of such n nature
that we thought we should not'have it,"
was the explanation. Yet this same vol-

ume Is having "the run" at the Mercantile
Library, and nothing Is thought of a pos-

sible proscription.
The selection of new books Is not he

task of those who purchase
books for the libraries. Keeping dupli-

cates of standard works of Action Is one
of the hardest Jobs connected with the li-

brary. About B6 per cent of tho books
taken from the public library is Action.
At the Mercantile Library, strange to say7
the per cent of Action is C3, with a mem
bership of about 3,500.

'It is not olfflcult to show which btve
been the popular new books of L'.e last
year." explained Mr. Crunden In telling
Of' the tendency of the public taste in St.
Louis. "Plays adapted from the new
books have an appreciable effect on the
demand.

" The Eternal City,' Mrs. WIggs of the
Cabbage Patch,' The Christian' and
Lady Rose's Daughter appeared at the
theaters and were with a
heavy demand for the books. All of these
volumes are In vogue, and have been gen-

erally read.
"Last spring The Conqueror Gertrude

Atherton's novel, was very popular. Al-

len's "The Mettle of the Pasture, Lon-

don's The Call of the Wild and Mrs.
Waddlngton's "Letters of a Diplomat.'
were all popular. 'Gordon Keith' has also
been much sought after. Fox's The Lit
tle Shepherd of Kingdom Come has been,
and Is, very much in favor.

"Popular as these hooks are, they do
net a'reroacb the steady demand for ties
Mteerables Otonts Cristo and such

works. For Instance, when Trllb' was
at its height of popularity and every one
remembers how It caught the public
fancy "Lcs 3IIerablcs' was een more
.popular.

"One j car there v. ere GOO calls for
"Trilby and the next year thero were
ECO In one of those years 'Les Miierables"
was taken out 1.EC0 times.

" 'Le3 MIserables' was the most populir
book In the library. 'Monte Cristo' took

first place the next year, with 'Los MIser-

ables' second. I.at year, for the first
timo in the history of the library, a new

book leii. It was "The Crisis.'
"Of course, the fact that the book dealt

chiefly with events here In St. Louis was
largely responsible fcr this difference.
gOUD INFORMATION
ALSO IS DESIRED.

"But it Is not right to suppose that fic-

tion Is the chief attraction of the library.
I do not think that a single book has) been
purchased during the past ten years
which has not been called for by the
patrons.

"The demand for those books which
treat of tho trades and arts, especially
those dealing with electricity and the ap-

plication of steam, Is very great. No

sooner Is one of these books put on the
shehes than they are taken out"

Mr. Crunden then took down some of the
volumes which l.ad been purchased during
the past year, but which dealt with what
might be called heavy subjects. John
Flsk's "Critical and Historical Essays"
has been In demand since Its publication.

The commerdatlon which President
Roosevelt gave to Wagner's "The Simple
Life" has kept It In the hands of the
patrons.

Podmore's "Modern Spiritualism" evi-

dently has been studied a number of times
by different people since It was purchased,
the first of the year. "The Principles of
Organlo Chemistry" was purchased In
June and had been out twelve times. A.
strictly trade book, called 'The Bakers'
Book," did not go upon the shelves unUl
October S, but was out three times in the
month.

It might naturally bo supposed that "Ir-
rigation Farming," by Wilcox, would not
Ufterett many people who live In BtTlmta.
yet during the six months It has bees in

Neck). Her dress, awful! Nell. I'm going
to get right out of this place. I never did
like this store and I can't stand Minnie
II., and that's all there Is to It!"

This was ail of the highly edifying con-
versation which was In any degree to be
understood by an eavesdropper. It was
seen, though, that the Girl with the Friz-
zly Hair hung diplomatically behind, and.
Judging by tho quizzical expression of her
face, was amused at the little pique of her
friend. IMdently the Girl with the Big
Boa was rather Interested In John W.

To the credit of the said John W., be It
saia. that with excellent tact he bowed
himself away from the engaging Minnie
and In the most "accidental" way In the
world Intercepted the Girl with the B'g
uoa at tne entrance to the store.

If I am not mistaken he Invited her to
go to the matinee. It I am not again mis-
taken she left her less attractive friend,
the Girl with tho Frlzz'y Hair, to the ten-
der mercies of Minnie. If I am not fur
thermore mistaken Frizzly Hair and Min-
nie rushed, as It were. Into each other's
arm?, and rrlzzly Hair congratulated Mln-ri- le

upon her "beaut'ful" new attire,
while Minnie spoke of. Frizzly Hair's ex-
treme good looks, though poor little Friz-
zly Hair was Inwardly conscious the whole
time that all her charms were centered In
frizzly hair and a generous amount of
keen gray matter.

And the Clerk with the Long Neck. Ho
sighed and reflected that a salesman's life
is not one glorious round of the conquest
of fair customers nor of sales.

A gangling stripling, tall and willowy
wlllowlness is a good sign In woman, bad
In man with fishy eyes and too much lips,
a fellow evidently strained by the attempt

the library It has bcn taken out twenty
times.

Students of history. Judging from the
for .the book, considered "The Im-

peachment and Trial of Andrew Johnson"
worthy of perusal.

And so on. Good books of all kinds are
In demand at the Public Library. Stand-
ard works arc more sought after than the
new. Professional, historical and scientific
volumes cr ilways welcomed by a clien
tele that docs rot do much talking, but
does much (h'nltlng.

Of course, the character of the patron-
age of the Mercantile Library Is of a
different sort than that of the Public
Library. Its membership Is composed of
persons who have the leisure to read and
who, perhaps, have traveled and studied
more.

"Such novels as The One Woman The
rillgree Ball The Bar Sinister The
Call of the Wild The Heart of Hya-
cinth The Spenders' and The Little
Shepherd of Kingdom Come' hava been
the favorites here during the past year,"
said Miss Simon, who Is In charge of the
Information bureau. 'The members are
posted on the new books and seem to have
a desire to keep up with them.

"I cannot say that the older and stan-
dard books excel them In demand.

"Of other books those of travel seem

CHOICE BOOKS.

A Library of Fine 'Editions Easily
Obtained.

Book buyers will be Interested to know
that the E. Holdoway Publishing Com-
pany presents an opportunity to procure
standard authors In "De Luxe Editions"
on a plan which makes it easy to obtain a
library of choice books. These books are
all bound on paper especially made and
in handsome artistic binding. Their an-
nouncement in Republic mentions
a few of the standard authors and directs
special attention to recent publication of
the works of that great French novelist,
auyt de Maupassant This work Is issued
In four serifs of seventeen volumes, hand-
somely bound, seventy illustrations, fur-
nishing to the reader an endless variety
of art. drama and narrative. The first
edition Is Just out of press and embraces
five volumes. To anyone Interested in
fine editions of standard works, fiction,
history, or romance, the 3. Holdoway
Publishing Company. Equitable building,
Bt Louis, will be pleased to furnish book-
lets and other' laformatloa.

to look like a genius, sauntered up to the
Clerk with the Long Hair.

"Br. I presume," said he, "that you
have W. D. Howella's latest "Letters
Home.' Er, let me see It please. Fine
writer, Howells'a classic, don't you know.
Tou see I write for the magazines my-
self."

The Clerk with the Long Neck lookedas If he had seen this kind before. But
people railing was not his business. His
was to sell books. He secured a copy of
the eplstolatory novel In question.

"Wonderfully clever, this. Howella hasno clap-tra- p about him. Some say he Is
uninteresting. Possibly not to the rab-
ble. Literary tastes, er, require cultiv-
ationlike all other refinements. I'll Just
take this. How much? A dpjlar and a
half. Yes, yes, here it is?"

Money, of course, was no object.
A modest appearing man. In neat black

clothes. Immaculate linen and black tie,
sharp small ejes, compressed lips, ex-
pression adjusted at the well-nig- h Impos- -
sioif. nau-wa- y oeiween the benign and
the severe between the sublime and the
riaicuious a minister, Protestant. For
what does he ask? "Tho One Woman,"
by Thomas Dixon.

And the book la barred at the Public
Library.

A healthy, sane looking young woman.
In whom the clerk with the Long Neck
betrayed no Iriterest whatever. In busi-
nesslike fashion bought a prettily bound
little volume by James Lane Allen and
another by Booth Tarklngton.

An ambitious youth ambition stuck out
all over hlmevldently proud of himself
that his tastes should trend toward such
a volume, asked for Mortey's Gladstone.

An elderly man, erect, martial, white
hair, goatee, mustache. Confederate
Colonel all through, wanted "Henry Wat-tahso-

latest book, sun!" The name?
" The Compromises of Life.' sub.. Tour

tellin' books, sun. and not knowln' Kun-n- el

Henry Wattahson, suh, reminds me of
the boy, suh. who didn't know enough to
come in out of the wet, suh."

A club woman you can always tell

I

to have the greatest attractions for the
readers. Books dealing with unknown
countries are seemingly the most popular.
Sven Hedln's Through Central Asia and
Thibet' and Through Unknown Thibet'
can hardly be kept in the library, so great
Is the demand for them. Landon's
'Through Forbidden Lands which deals
with much the same country. Is also a
favorite.

'The Duke of Abruzzl's latest book of

POPULAR

S GOLDEN WINDOWS

Oppenhelm's Best Novel,

of Sinners
A wholesome engrossing story of Eng
lish social political life by

' EL PHILLIPS
"On. nf the half dozen best

novels of the season." Chicago
Kecora-Hera-

Fonrth Edition,

them wanted Doctor Van Dyke's most
recent endeavor. She wanted stjle for
style sake. anOt doubtless, had absorbed
enough of popular misconceptions to un-

derstand the rules governing literature 03
"she Is wrote."

I saw some quite ordinary people; people
with ordinary common sense, who soberly
picked out "The Autobiography of a
Thief," "The Life and TImes.of Thomas
Jefferson," "Henry Ward Beecher," by
Lyman Abbott, and the most recent
studies of Schumann, Wagner and Brown-
ing.

The Kipling enthusiast, how famlllnr hn
Is becoming? Not the Kipling admirer.
Not the Kipling reader, either, precisely.
But he It Is always a man who deems
Kipling all the law and the gospels.

He walks as If animated by a dynamo
of about 40,000 horse-powe- r. His mustache
has an aggressive twist, and he actually
has those eyes which the romantic novel-
ist unanimously declare have the quality
of "piercing one.' (Tou must remember
how the hero alwajs pierces the villain
with his, the hero's eyes). He does not
understand repose. As the clerk with thelong neck is looking up "The Five Na-
tions." hn narpB tn onrY frn n.flM i.(
arms; and breathing at a pace that wouldput the habitual cigarette smeker out of
uuuncss in nair a minute.

iie seems constantly to bo saying tohimself, "Kip, Kip, Hurrah!"

Food and drink-a- nd then some mora
drink He for many men and women, who
were foolish enough to get Into the au-
thor business. In the Insatiable appetite
for more story, which nowadays is de-

veloped to abnormal proportions. Often a
boy or girl, saturated first with nursery
rhymes, then with tales of more or les
coherence told by parents or nurse, lit-
erally grows up in an atmosphere of story.

They open a book and, from the moment
that the cavalier lover Is introduced to
the damsel of high degree and "passionate
orbs," they glue their optics to the pages
and bury themselves for hours In the
theme. Just to find out what happens to
the book's people. Through duel, throueh
siege, through wars, through vicissitudes
without number, they follow the adven-
tures of the central pair. They get them-
selves gradually to that' state where they
are distraught when the hero Is distraught,
where they weep when the heroine Is cry-
ing her eyes out. Imagining herself (pure
Imagination, of course) unloved, uncaretl
for, deserted, helpless and In bard luck
generally.

To reach this state of subservience to
Action, the victim, after the nursery-rhym- e

experience, goes through the G. A.
Henty stage, using him as typical of the
better class of Juvenile writing of the
"thrilling adv enture" description. He then
reads Scott from beginning to end, the
whole Waverly novel series; then Bulwer.
and so on until he has exhausted the

"classic" stuff, and rushes con-
stantly after the newest and wildest thins
of the modern romantic kind.

These story maniacs are very prominent
around the book stalls. They hava a cars
for the exterior of the book which they
purchase. The publishers understand
them fully and. In the development of the
bookbinding art, are able to. and do, put
on the covers pictures of devilish-looki- ng

fellows chopping up people with swords or
lances. "

After binding, they consider Illustra-
tions. If the spirit of story be sufficiently
strong and the Illustrator's ability up to
the mark, so that the tale's thrall 'speaks
out and exerts Its speU through the pic-
tures, that book Is very apt to be what Is
called a "seller."

As to the other kinds of buyers of other
kinds of books, go downtown and see for
) ourself.
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travel Is 'On the Polar Star to the Arctla
Sea and it has met with the full ap-

proval of readers. Any good book of
travel is sought after by the members.
Historical works, such as Flsk's, are also
in demand by the more studious.

"Still, fiction takes precedence over all
other forms of literature. The fact that
63 per cent of the calls are for fiction
shows the stiong hold it has upon the
popular mlnd."-- 1

FOUR FALL BOOKS.

A New Book by Laura E. Richards,

Since her famous "Captain January" Mrs. Richards has written nothing
so captivating as this book of 41 fables exquisitely conceived nnd simply
written, and brimful of meaning a book appealing to old and young nllke.

"The book Is a window Into a realm as beautiful
as It Is real." Outlook, New York.

Handsomely bound and decorated and finely Illustrated. Urao, 81.80.

A Prince
and

and
OPPENHEIM.

- Rose of
Normandy

Illustrated, A fascinating romance of love and adventure
12mo. b3r WM' E- - "WILSON.

f Jtn " DOok tbat stirs the blood, warms the heart, andi.ai. - holds the Interest with n. firm erln from beginning
to end." Chicago Tribune.
Fourth Edition, Finely Illustrated. 12mo., $1.50.

A

"One of the Sweetest Stories Ever Written."

The Awakening of the Duchess
A ehsrmmg story of the awakening of a young mother's lovo for her lone-

some little daughter, told so simply by the author. Frances Charles, thata child can understand it, but with on art that appeals to adults.
Wits Four Delicately Colored Illustrations by I. H. Callgs.

Handsomely bound in green and gold, Umo , S1.SO, post paid.

At air Bookselten. LITTLE, BROWN CO., Publishers, Boston.
"
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